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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful

“All praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of all Worlds,
the Most Compassionate, the Merciful, Who subdued the
tyrants and arrogants, and the supporter of the oppressed and
the weakened, the bounteous upon all of His servants:
believers and infidels, polytheists and atheists. Who has
bestowed upon His creatures guidance, grace and dignity, as
He, the Exalted, has said in His Holy Book: “Verily We have
honoured the children of Adam, We carry them on the land
and the sea, and have made provision of good things for them,
and have preferred them above many of those whom' We
created with a marked preferment.”

Praise is due to Allah who made His nearest angels
prostrate themselves before us, and that who demurred has
become from among the accursed ones. Praise be for Allah
Who guided us to this, and we have never been guided unless
through His guidance, and we praise Allah Who has paved the
way and showed us the path, so that we can attain, with His
grace and under the shadow of worshipping Him, the sublime
pertection ranks, and Who has lightened the darkness for us,
demonstrating thus reality with sound pleas and clear-cut
proots. He further has sent, from amongst us, MEssengers
reciting for us His verses, bringing us out of darkness into light,
and delivering us from the blinding deviation. He has also
treated for us reason (‘agl), making it a standing leader, by
which we can be guided wherever our senses doubt about a
dubious affair or matter,

Benediction, peace, blessings and greetings be upon
the one who was sent as a mercy tor mankind, our master,
doyen and leader, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah, the seal of
prophets and the master of humanity, who has the virtue,



means and lofty rank, holding the praiseworthy status, and the
owner of the Promised Day, the accepted intercession and
magnanimity.

Also upon his pure Household (Ah! al-Bayr), whose
status was sublimated by God, making them a safe shelter for
the Ummah (nation) from perdition, and saviours of the
community from deviation, and the deliverance tor believers
from drowning. Whoever holds fast to their rope of loyalty is a
true believer of a chaste birth, and whoever deviates from their
path is but a hypocrite of a depraved birth. God’s mercy will be
showered over their lovers, while those who hate them will
receive nothing but God's wrath. No servant can reach (near)
his Lord (Allah) except through them (their love), and can
never enter (into God's mercy) except through their gate.

Then (God's) pleasure be on their followers (shi‘ah)
and lovers from among the first Sahabah (companions), who
swore allegiance to them on supporting the religion, being
firmly loyal to their covenant with them and of the thankful,
and be on whoever followed them in kindness, till the
Doomsday.

O God! we implore Thee {to make us live in) a
dignified state, through which You render Islam and its
followers strong, and degrade hypocerisy and its followers,
beseeching You to make us the callers to Your obedience, and
leaders to Your path (sabil), granting us in it the honour of the
world and the Hereafter, with Your mercy, O the most
Compassionate of all the mercitul.

My Lord, cause my bosom to dilate, and ease me of
the burden of my affair, untic my tongue so that people can
comprehend my word, and make whoever read my baok incline
toward truth with Your permission, and to eschew fanaticism
with Your favour and kindness, since You are the only One
able to do this, without any match.

O God, with Your Glory, Majesty, Power and
Perfection, and with Your affection towards Your servants,
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open the insights of the monotheist believers, who helieved in
the message of Your beloved Muhammad with the indisputed
truth, in order that they be guided towards it with Your grice,
recognizing the value of Imams of the Household of Your
Prophet, and being united for sublimating the word of religion
with the effective wisdom, good counsel and truthful frates nity.
after corruption has prevailed on land and sea.

Had not been the patience You created () God) and
imparted over us, despair would have crept mto our hearts,
thus we becoming of the losers, as none despairs of the Spirit
of Allah save the disbelieving folk, Our God, make us among
the steadfast, and do not make us among the desperates,

O God! be You for Your friend (wali), al-Hujjat ihn
al-Hasan, upon whom and whose fathers be Your benedictions,
in this hour and every hour, a Guardian and 4 Sustainer and «
Leader and a Helper, and 4 Guide and a Master. until You
make him inhabit Your land voluntarily, enjoying there {or
long. Make us among his supporters and helpers, and those to
be martyred under his command on Your obedience way and
tor Your sake. You are the Hearer and Knower.

Our God! deviate not our hearts after You have
guided us, and grant us a mercy from Your own, You are the
Bestower.

Our Lord! You are the one Who gathers mankind
together to a Day of which there is no doubt. Lo! Allih fails
not to keep the tryst.

Our last prayer is all praisc be 10 Allah, the Lord of
the Worlds. O God, may Your benediction be upon
Muhammad and his pure Progeny.
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FOREWORD

Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and
may His benediction and peace he upon the noblest of the
prophets and messengers, our Master and Mawla, Muhammad
and his pure and cleansed Progeny.

The Prophet (S) said: “The ink of ‘wlama’ (scholars)
i superior near God to the blood of martyrs’.

It was incumbent upon every scholar or writer to
introduce to people that which is proper for their guidance and
betterment, and for uniting their word and bringing them out
of darkness towards light. Since when man is martyred on
God’s way. which is a truth call for establishing justice, no one
may be impressed by him except those who attended him,
whereas the scholar who teaches peaple and writes down for
them, can have an impact upon a large number of readers of
his time, through his knowledge, his books being a beacon for
all coming generations until Allah inherits the earth and
whatever above it, as everything is decreased through spending
except knowledge which is multplied by spending (usage).

God’s Messenger (S) has said in one of his traditions:
“Should Alldh guide one man through you (O ‘Ali) is superior
to whatever upon which the sun has shone, or is superior to the
world and whatever is therein. Many a writer have passed away
before many centuries, whose bones have rotted away, but
their thoughts and knowledge have persisted through their
books, that being published hundreds of times, from which
people can acquire guidance and success,

As the martyr is alive near his Lord (God), so also is
the ‘alim (scholar), with whose knowledge people are guided,
he is alive near his Lord (God) and servants (people), who
remember him i the best manner, praying to God and seeking
His torgiveness for him.

But, I am not regarded among the ‘wlamd’, neither
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¢laiming this trait for me, and | seek God's refuge agamnst
selfishness. | am but one of scholars” servants, searchers in
their remnants, and followers of their footsteps as the servant
follows his master.

When | was inspired by Alldh to write the book
(Then 1 was Guided), receiving prompt reaction from great
number of readets and rescarchers, then | followed 11 with the
second book (To be with the Truthtul), which was well
received ton, urging me 10 persist on research and investigation
till 1 wrote the third book under the title {Ask Those Whao
Know) for defending Islam and 1ts Prophet (S), for eliminating
the doubts ascribed to his noble person (5). and tor disclosing
the conspiracy that is hatched against him and his Pure
Progeny (Ahl al-Bayt),

Many letters reached me from all over the Arab and
Islamic world, containing expressions of pleasure, Joyalty, love
and fraternity, Further I was invited to attend a large number
of thought conterences all over the world, organized by [slamic
Institutions, so 1 attended them in the LUnited States nf
America, Islamic Republic of lran, Britain, India, Pakistan,
Kenya, West Africa and Sweden.

Whenever | met cducated youth and thinkers, | felt
of iheir admiration and strong desire for acquiring more
knowledge, as they were inquiring whether there was 4 new
hook to be published.

Praising Allah and thanking Him tor this success, |
implored Him for more grace and puidance, and relied upon
Him for preparing this book that 1 introduce for the Mushm
researchers. revolving around the same axis of the three
former books, hoping that it be of benefit for the educated and
truth-scekers, so that they can recognize that the targetted
community which is called (the Imamiyyah Shi‘ah), is in fact
the delivered community (al-firgah al-ndjival). And that they
(i.e. the Shi‘ah) are the true followers of the real Sunnah, with
which 1 mean the Muhammadan Tradition (Sunnah). that the

1 e



Prophet of Islam commenced his mission with it, according to a
revelation (wahy) trom the Lord of all Worlds, since he never
speaks of (his own} desire, it is naught save an inspiration that
15 inspired.

[ intend te expound to the honourable readers, the
term upon which the Shiah's opponents and foes unanimously
agreed, as they called themselves (ARl al-Sunnah wa
al-lami‘ah) meaning (Followers of the Prophetic Tradition
and Company). But it is in fact no more than an alleged
Sunnah, named by them and their fathers, for which no
warrant from Allah has been revealed. and 10 which the
Prophet Muhammad (S) is free from obligation.

Many a time lies were ascribed 1o God's Messenger
(5), and his traditions, sayings and acts were prevented from
reaching the Muslims with the pretext of tearing they be mixed
with God’s words, which is not but a baseless plea and as frail
as the spider’s house. Further many veracious (sahil)
traditions have been thrown away with no weight being held for
them, and many superstitions and suspieions have become
rules being followed and ascribed to him (5) after his demise.

Numerous mean personages, whose villainy and
disgrace have been widely known, have become, atter the
Prophet’s lifetime, masters and leaders for the Ummah, for
whose errors excuses and justifications are sought and bepged.

Whereas many noble dignitaries, whose sublimity and
pure origin are known throughout history. have been
disregarded, with no attention being paid to them after the
Prophet's era, and even they were accused of infidelity (kufr)
and slandered due o their honourable attitudes. Now glittering
and attractive names are there hiding atheism and deviation,
and graves are visited while including people of fire
(fire-dwellers).

Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, has very wel|
expressed this, when He said:
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"dAnd of mankind there is he whose conversalion on
the life of this world pleaseth thee {Muliammud), and
he calleth Aflah to witness as to that which is in s
heart; yet he is the most rigid of opponents. And when
he turneth away (from thee) his effort in the land is (o
make mischief therein and to destroy the crops and
the cattle: and Allah loveth not mischief.” (2:204,205)

It is no exaggeration to apply the dictum saying:
““Had you reflected (upon things) you could have hit the
mark.”” Every truth-sceking researcher must not consider all
things as intuitions, but he has to reflect upon them trying,
through doubting, to attain to the concealed truth, in which
politics has played its role. He must beware not to be cheated
neither by superficialities nor by multiplicity, as the Almighty
Allih has said in His Holy Book: "If thou obevedst most of those
on earth they would mislead thee far from Allah's way. They
follow naught bur an opinion, and they do by guess.” (6:116)

Falsehood may disguise under cloak of truth for the
sake of misrepresentation and misleading, achieving very often
some success due to naivety of people or their good-
mindedness towards it, and sometimes due to having
supporters, while the truth has no alternative but to forbear
and await God's promise to cause falsehood to vanish away, as
falsehood is ever bound to vanish.

The best example for this can be found in the Holy
Qur'in, in the story of Jacob and his sons, where it says: “And
they came weeping to their father in the evening. Saying: O our
father! We went racing one with another, and left Joseph by our
things, and the wolf devoured him, and thou believest nol our
saying even when we speak the truh, " (12:16,17).

Had they been truthful, they were supposed to say:
“You are not believing our saying since we are liars.”

Then no choice was left before Jacob, the God's
messenger who being inspired, but to surrender to their
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falsehood, relying on Allah with comely patience though being
aware of their being liars, when he said: "Nay, but your minds
have beguiled you into something. (My course is) comely
patience. And Allah it is Whose help is to be sought in that
{predicament) which ye describe.” (12:18).

What else could he do while facing eleven men being
of one mind, acting the play of the shirt and blood, and
weeping upon their lost brother?

Shall Jacob disclose their deceit and refute their
falsehood, rushing toward the pit for taking out his little
beloved son, and punishing them then for their horrible deed?

No, this is not to be done but only by the ignorant
illiterates who are never guided hy God's wisdom, but Jacab is
God’s prophet whose conduct is that of wise scholars, and
about whom Allah has said: And lo! he was a lord of knowledge
because We had taught him; but most of mankind know not,"
His knowledge and wisdom directed him to turn away from
them saying: "Alas, my grief for Joseph! And his eves were
whitened with the sorrow that he was suppressing. ' {12:84).

Had Jacob behaved with his sons as we previously
said, by taking out his son from the pit, rebuking them for their
lie, and punishing them for their crime, their detestation for
their brother would have increased to the extent that they
might have assassinated their father, which they expresed hy
saying to their father: "By 4llah, thou wilt never cease
remembering Joseph till thy health is ruined or thou art of those
wio perish!" (12:55).

We conclude here that keeping silent is sometimes a
recommendable behaviour, had it been corruption or perdition
entailed by opposing falsehood, or if there being in
undisclosing truth a public interest even if not imminent.

From the Prophetic tradition saying: “*That who
never speaks truth is a dumb devil” this concept has to be
apprehended, which is in conformity with reason and God's
gloritied Book.
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By tracing back the Prophet’s (5) career we could see
him, most the time, keep silent for the interest of Islam and
Muslims. as narrated in the Sitah on the Prophet's sirah, like
Hudaybiyyah Peace Treaty, and others.

May God's mercy be upon Amir al-Mu'minin "Ali
(AY, who kept silent after his cousin’s demise (may my father
and mother be his ransom). expressing this in his well-known
sermon: “Then T began to think whether 1 should assault or
endure the blinding darkness of tribulations wherein the grown
up are feebled and the young grow old and the true behever
acts under strain till he meets Allih (on his death). [ found that
endurance thereon was wiser. So | adopted patience although
there was pricking in the eye and suffocation (of mortification)
in the throats...”

Had Abi al-Hasan not endured against his right to
caliphate, whereat he preferred Islam and Muslims’ interest
(over his interest), Islam would have never survived after the
Prophet’s demise as ordained by Allah and His Messenger (5)-

This fact is ignored by most of those who dispute us
always concerning the legitimacy of Abu Bakr's and ‘Umar's
caliphate due to “Ali’s (A) endurance, and rather they add:
“Had the Messenger (S) appointed ‘Ali as his successor, he
(A) would have not endured keeping silent, since it (caliphate)
was his right and that who never demands his right is a dumb
devil (shaifdn). This is what they utter and reiterate all the
time.

This is definitely a wrong conception that knows
naught of truth except what complies with its inclinations and
desire, recognizing not the wisdom behind this silence and the
consequent interests that are invaluable if compared to the
imminent interest resulting from revolting against falsehood
that has numerous supporters and backers.

It the Prophet’s (5) endurance towards his right
during the Hudaybiyyah Day (pact), and his surrender before
the provisos of Quraysh and polytheists’ falsehood, were
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' negative to the extent that raised ‘Umar’s objection saying to
the Prophet (5): “Aren’t you truly God's Prophet?! Aren't we
on the right path and they on the false one? Why do we then
give in the lower hand in our religion?

I say: If his (S) endurance was regarded negative in
the eyes of “Umar ibn al-Khattab and most of the other
companions of the time, the fact can undoubtedly prove its
being positive and for the benefit of Islam and Muslims,
Though that interest was not seen so soon, but jts positive
results were realized after passage of one year, when God's
Messenger (5) conquered Makkah without any fighting or
resistance, and mankind entered the religion of Allah in
troops, whereat the Prophet (S) summoned ‘Umar ibn
al-Khattdb, acquainting him with the fruits of his endurance
and the entailed purpose.

The only aim of our presenting these deductions is to
express the inevitable reality, that is, while falsehood has
supporters and backers it can achieve triumph over truth.
Despite that “Ali (A) is with truth and truth is with hin.
accompanying him wherever he goes, but he could not find
supporters and helpers enough for withstanding Mu‘awiyah
and his falsehood, while the latter one gathered many helpers
for resisting and defeating the righteousness, since people are
slaves of the world and they pay lip-service to faith, as they
never like truth and incline toward talsehood, since truth is
bitter and hard while falsehood is casy and accessible.

Allah, the Almighty, has said in His Holy Book. "Nay,
bui he bringeth them the Truth: and most of them are haters of
the Truth. " (23:70)

For the same reasons, Yazid’s falsehood triumphed
against al-Husayn’s (A) truth, and so also did the falsehood of
the Umayyad and ' Abbasid rulers against truth of the Imams of
Ahl al-Bayt (A), who all were martyred, keeping silent for the
convenience of Islam and Muslims.

Likewise, the Twelfth Imam (A) has adopted
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oceultation and disappeared for fear from falsehood, and
endured till finding supporters and assistants for succouring
truth, whereat Alldh will permit his reappearance, making
universal the revolution of truth against falsehood, to fill the
earth with justice and equity as it was filled with oppression
and despotism. In other words, to fill it with rightcousness after
it was filled with wickedness.

Since most people are haters of the Truth, so they are
helpers of falsehood, with only little number is left as lovers of
the Truth, being unable to deteat followers of falsehood except
by God's succour through miracles. This is recorded in God's
Holy Book throughout all battles and wars wherein tollowers
of truth gathered against followers of falsehood, as it says:
‘How many a litde company hath overcome a mighty host by
Allah's leave! Allah is with the steadfust. ' (2:249)

Those being steadfast on truth, despite scarcity of s
supporters, will be definitely helped by Alldh -- the Exalted --
through miracles, and sending angels sweeping on to fight with
them. Truth could never defeat falsehood had not been God's
help and direct interference.

This painful reality is experienced nowadays, and the
true believers the followers of truth, are helpless, subdued.
homeless and afflicted with disasters, whereas followers of
falsehood, who disbelieve in Allih, are ruling over people and
controlling their fate and souls. Thus it is not feasible for the
oppressed believers to attain victory in their battle against the
arrogant disbelievers except by God’s help, so many narrations
attested that miracle shall appear with the reappearance of
al-'Imam al-Mahdi (A).

This is not a call for stagnancy and lifeless waiting,
and how can it be so while 1 mentioned previously that he (A)
is not to appear but only with presence of supporters and
helpers. Sufficient be for the truthful believers to hold the
sound thought of Islam, incarnated in the wildyah
(guardianship) of Ahl al-Bayt (A), that is: being committed to
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the Thagalayn (two precious assets): God's Book and the
Prophet's ‘Ierah (Household), to be among the followers and
helpers of the Awaited al-Mahdi (best benediction and peace
be upon him and his fathers),

I utter this, seeking God’s torgiveness if mistaken as
most people think, and right as seen by a few people, neither
heeding the blame of the majority, nor boasting of Nattery of
the minority, as long as I scek pleasure of Allah, His
Messenger and that of the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (A).

But people's pleasure is unattainable, since they
never be pleased but with what they like, and never incline but
towards their desires, which are miscellaneous, as mentioned in
the Qur'an: “‘And if the Truth had followed :heir desires, verily
the heavens and the earth and whosoever is therein had been
corrupted... (23:71)

If most of the people turn away from the Truth, to
the extent leading them to slaying God's messengers, opposing
the truth that dees not go along with their desires, as Allah the
Almighty has said: “fs it ever o, that, when there cometh unto
you a messenger (from Allah) with thar which Ye vourselves desire
hot, ye grow arrogaind, and some ye dishelieve and some ve slay?”
(2: 87), so no wonder that [ be insulted or cursed by some who
could never endure the truth with which | acknowledged in my
previous books. They, failing to refute me with argument and
scientific proof, resorted to slandering and revilement as the
ignorant usually do.

I will never submit to compromises, nor to
intimidation, nor to temptation, and 1 shall defend God's
Messenger and his Progeny (may God's benedictions be upaon
them all), hoping to entertain their pleasure to be among the
triumphant. My success is but with Allah, upon Him [ depend
and unto Him I return (in penitence).

Muhammad al-Tijani al-Samawi
al-Tinisi
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TO KNOW THE SHI‘AH

If we intend to talk about the Shi‘ah! without any fanaticism or
affectation, we should say: They are the Islamic sect that
follows the guide of and imitate the Twelve Imams of the
Prophet’s Household, ‘Al and his sons, taking from them all
the jurisprudential (fighi) matters including ¥hadat (worships)
and mu'admalait (transactions), preferring no one to them
except their grandfather the message-bearer, God’s Messenger
—Muhammad (5).

This is the real and brief definition of the Shi‘ah,
leaving aside what the promulgaters of disconcerting news and
fanatics claim that the Shi‘ah are enemies of Islam, or that
they believe in ‘Ali’s prophethood and his being the
message-owner, or that they are related to ‘Abd Allih ibn
Saba’, the Jew,

I have come across numerous books and articles in
which their writers do their utmost to charge the Shi‘ah with
impiety and being out of the Islamic denomination (millah).

But their utterances are only a baseless fabrication
and an obvious lie with no supporting argument or proof,
presenting nothing more than reiterating the discourses of
their ancestors, the enemies of Ah] al-Bayt (A) and the open
opponents who seized the affairs of the Ummabh, ruling it with
force and suppression, chasing the Prophet's Household
(‘frrah) and their followers (Shi‘ah), exposing them to a savage
campaign of homicide and homelessness and insulting them by
all (bad) nicknames.

Among these nicknames that are mostly mentioned in



the books of Shi‘ah’s enemies, weé can refer to the title
“al-Rafidah” (those who reject) or al-Rawdfid. At first blush it
will come to the reader’s mind that they (Shi‘ah) have rejected
the rules of Islam and never applied them, or that they have
rejected the message of Prophet Muhammad (S) and denied it.

The fact is other than this, and the teal reason behind
calling them Rawdfid, is that the first rulers of Bana Umayyah
and Bani al-Abbas, with their sycophants from evil-minded
wlama’ (scholars), tried to defame the Shi‘ah with this name,
since they first followed the guide of “All (A) and rejected the
caliphate of Abu Bakr, "Umar and ‘Uthmin, and secondly
because they refused all the rulers of the Umayyads and
‘ Abhasids outright.

These rulers and their stooges tried hard to blink the
facts for the Ummah, through the help of some composers (of
traditions) from among the Companions, showing that their
caliphate was legitimate since it was by God's commandment,
and they were disseminating among people that the Almighty's
saying: "0 ye who helieve! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
and those of you whe are in authority,...”" (4:59), that it was
revealed in their right, and they are meant in it as being those
who are in authority, whose obedience 18 obligatory upon all
Muslims. They have even hired some Who narrate falsely from
God's Messenger (S) that he said: “Whoever goes out of the
sultdn’s obedience and dies, his death is the death of
ignorance”, so no Muslim has the right to revolt against the
ruler,

Thus it is to be known that the Shi‘ah have been
targetted by the rulers because they refused holding allegiance
to them (rulers), regarding their rule as an usurpation of the
right of Ahl al-Bayt (A). The rulers tried, throughout history,
to mislead the public that the Shi‘ah reject Islam, and rather
they attempt to destroy and annihilate it, as indicated by some
writers and historians from the formers and latters claiming to
he knowledgeable.




Should we return to the trick of obscuring truth by
falsehood, we would recognize the difference between that
who wants to destroy Islam and that who wants to destroy the
despotic corrupt government whose acts are against Islam.

The Shi‘ah have not rebelled against [slam, but they
revolted against the tyrannical rulers, diming at restoring the
right to its owners, for establishing foundations of Islam by
just ruler. Anyhow, what we got from the previous researches
in the books: ‘Then I was Guided’, “To be with the Truthful’
and ‘Ask Those Who Know' that the Shi‘ah represent the
delivered sect, due to their faith and commitment to the
Thagalayn: God's Book and the Prophet’s (S) ‘ftrah
{(Household).

Doing justice to the equitables, we can say that some
of the Sunni scholars admit this reality, as can be noticed in
the Book “Lisan al-‘Arab” by lbn Manzir, where he says in
defining the Shi‘ah:

“And the Shi‘ah are a group of people who love what
the Prophet’s Progeny love and patronize them™; and afier
reviewing this statement from the book, Dr. ‘Abd al-Fattih
‘Ashiir says:

“If the Shi‘ah were those who love what the
Prophet’s Progeny love and patronize them, so who from
among the Muslims will refuse to be a Shi‘j?1”

Now we witness the decline of the age of fanaticism
and inherited hostility, and the advent of the era of light and
freedom of thought, so the learned youth are recommended to
be vigilant, read the Shi‘ah books, communicate with them and
converse with their scholars to recognize truth from its gate.
How long have we been deceived by honeyed words and
disturbing news that fail to withstand befare argument and
proof.

The world today is at the disposal of all, and the
Shi‘ah can be found everywhere on this glabe, so it is not right
for the researcher about the Shi‘ah to inquire about them their



enemies and opponents, who disagree with them with regard to
creed. What can such an inquirer expect from such people to
tell him about their foes since the outset of history?

The Shi‘ah are not an underground cult, keeping its
beliefs from all except those who are affiliated to it, but rather
its books and beliefs are spread all over the world, its religious
schools (hawzat ‘ilmiyyah) are for all knowledge-seekers, and
the Shi‘ah scholars organize seminars, lectures, debates and
conferences, and call for an agreement and for uniting the
Islamic Ummah.

I am certain that should the equitables from among
the Islamic Ummah investigate the subject seriously, they
would be guided towards the truth after which nothing is there
but misguidance, since that which prevents them from reaching
(the truth) are the partial publicity media and false rumours
used by enemies of the Shi‘ah, or an incorrect conduct by
some of commeon people of the Shi‘ah.?

Maost often to remove one suspicion or eliminate a
false superstition is enough to see one who was once an enemy
of the Shi‘ah, has become one of them.

In this respect I can recall the story of the Shami
man who was misguided by the mass media at that time. On
entering the Medina to make a pilgrimage to the Holy
Prophet’s (8) tomb, he saw a man of veneration and dignity,
riding his horse, surrounded by a group of his comrades, under
his command.

The Shami was astonished to see a man having all
that awe and magnification in Sham more than Mu'awiyah, so
he questioned about his identity, and the reply came that: He is
al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. Then he said: Is this man the
son of Abi Turab, the Kharijite? After that he indulged in
insulting and slandering al-Hasan, his father and his household.

Thereat al-Hasan’s companions unsheathed their
swords trying to kill him (Shami), but al-'Imam al-Hasan (A)
stopped them, got down of his horse, and being gracious to




him, he told him: ““It seems you are a stranger here O
brother?” The Shami replied: “Yes, [ am from Shim, and of
the followers of Amir al-mu'minin and master of Muslims
Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan”. The Imam welcomed him again
saying: "'l invite you to be my guest”. But the Shami refused
this invitation, so al-'Imam al-Hasan insisted on him until he
surrendered to his request. Then the Imam kept serving and
being kind to him all the days of hospitality. In the fourth day
signs of regret and repentance were seen on the face of the
Shami, toward what he did against al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali (A),
asking himself how could he abuse and insult him while he
(al-Hasan) receives him with kindness, pardon and hospitality.
At that time he came to himself and besought al-Hasan (A) to
forgive him for his mischief, whereat the following
conversation was held between the two, with the presence of
al-Hasan's companions:
Al-Hasan: Have you read the Qur’an O brother?
Al-Shami: [ commit the whole Qur'an to memory,
Al-Hasan: Do you know who are the Ahl al-Bayt from whom
Allah has removed uncleanness, and whom He cleansed?
Al-Shami: They are Mu‘awiyah and household of Abi Sufyén.

Those present were surprised and amazed, but
al-Hasan (A) smiled and said to him: I am al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali,
my father is the cousin and brother of God's Messenger, my
mother is Fatimah al-Zahra' the lady of all women of the
worlds. My grandfather is God's Messenger the master of
prophets and messengers, My uncle is Hamzah the doyen of
martyrs, and so also is Ja‘far al-Tayyar. We are the Ahl al-Bayt
whom Allah, the Exalted, has cleansed and whose love He has
imposed upon all Muslims. Allah and His angels sent their
benedictions upon us, commanding the Muslims to pray upon
us. I and my brother are the two masters of the youth of
Paradise inhabitants.

When al-'Imam al-Hasan enumerated the virtues of
Ahl al-Bayt, and acquainting him with the truth, al-Shimi has



heen enlightened, whereat he wept and started to kiss
al-Hasan’s hands and face, presenting apology for the mischief
he did for him, saying: “By Allah, Who there is no God save
Him, I entered al-Madinah seeing no one more detestable
than you on earth, whereas I depart it realizing that no one on
earth is dearer to me than you. Now I come near to Allah, the
Exalted, through your love, affection, following you and
proclaiming antipathy against your enemies’.

Thereat al-'Tmam al-Hasan turned his face toward his
companions, saying:

“You intended to kill him while being innocent, since
had he known the truth he would have never opposed it, and
most Muslims in Sham are such, since if they recognize the
truth they shall follow it. Then he recited the Almighty Allah's
saying: ''The good deed and the evil deed are not alike. Repel the
ovil deed with one which is better, then lo! between whom and
thee there was enmity (will become) as though he was a bosom
(riend.” (41:34)

Unfortunately this is the fact being ignored by most
people. It may be seen that someone contracts the enmity of
truth and opposes it for several years, until he some day comes
t know that he was mistaken, whereat he hastens toward
repentance and seeking forgiveness, which is an obligation
upon every man, as it is said: “Returning to truth is a virtue”.

But the real misfortune lies in that those who oppose
and fight truth for wicked aims, mean life and concealed
grudges, while they can expressly witness and sense it.

About such people, Alldh the Glorified and Exalted
has said: “Whether thou wam them or thou wam them not, it is
alike for them, for they believe not”. (36:15)

Sp wasting time and painstaking for such people are
all in vain, but we should sacrifice everything for the
equitables, the truth-seekers who take pains to attaining it,
ahout whom the Almighty Allah has said: “Thou warnest only
him who followeth the Reminder and feareth the Beneficent in




secret. To him bear tidings of forgiveness and a rich reward. "
(36:11)

I call those enlightened among the Shi‘ah
everywhere, to dedicate some of their time and funds for the
sake of acquainting all the sons of Islam with truth, since the
Imams of Ahl al-Bayt have not been confined solely for the
Shi‘ah, but they are Imams of guidance and lights for darkness
for all Muslims.

Should the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt remain unknown for
Muslim commoners (‘“4mmak), especially the learned of the
Sunnis (Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jamé‘ah), the burden of
responsibility before God would e shouldered by the Shi‘ah.

So also all the Muslims will be answerable had people
remained disbelievers and atheists, recognizing not God's
straight religion brought by the lord of apostles Muhammad

(8).



TO KNOW AHL AL-SUNNAH

The Sunnites (Ahl al-Sunnah) are the major Islamic sect that
constitute three-quarters of Muslims of the world, and their
references and authorities for verdict (fatwa) and imitation
(taglid) are the Imams of the four Islamic schools (madhahib):
Abi Hanifah, Malik, al-Shafi’1 and Ahmad ibn Hanbal.

Later on another cult ramified from them called the
Salafites (Salafiyyah), that has been revitalized by Ibn
Taymiyyah who was called Mujaddid al-Sunnah (Revitalizer of
the Sunnah)., Then another branch emerged called
Wahhabism, which was innovated by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
al-Wahhab, and this being the school of Saudi Arabia.

All these schools call themselves “Ahl al-Sunnah’,
adding sometimes to it the word ‘al-Jamid‘ah’ to become “Ahl
al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah".

Through historical research it can be concluded that
whoever is affiliated to what they call the Guided Caliphate
(Rashidah), or the Guided Caliphs(al-Khulafa® al-Rashidun)
who are: Abi Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali,admitting their
leadership whether in their era or during the contemporary
age, is called a Sunni from “Ah] al-Sunnah wa al-JTama‘ah".

Whoever rejects this caliphate, considering 1t
illegitimate and emphasizing on establishment of the text
(nass) on the (the caliphate of) ‘Ali Tbn Abi Talib, 158 Shi‘i
from the rejectors (Ahl al-Ratd).

We get to know also that all the rulers, from Abii
Bakr and up to the last caliph from Bani al-'Abbas, are
pleased and in full agreement with the Sunnis, being rageous




and avengeful against those who followed ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib,
acknowledging him, and after him his sons, 1o caliphate.

Based on this, ‘Al ibn Abi Talib and his followers
(Shi‘ah) were not only countable persons as seen by “Ahl
al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah’, but as if this term has been laid
down to be against ‘Ali and his Shi‘ah. In my opinion, this is
the main reason for dividing the Islamic Ummah after the
Prophet’s demise into Sunnah and Shi‘ah.

By reviewing the analysis of causes and exposing the
hidden facts according to the trustworthy historical sources, we
can say that this division emerged directly after the Prophet’s
demise, when the affair was settled down with Abi Bakr's
seizing power, being supported by the majority of the
companions, and opposed by ‘Ali (A), Bani Hashim and a few
others of the Sahabah (Companions), who were muostly from
mawdli.

It is self-evident that the rul